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SUBJECT: US FIRMS INTERESTED IN VIETNAM 

REF: A. STATE 142416 

1. TOKYO RESIDENT FOR FR HARRIS ENGINEERING FIRM, JAY T. 

BRAZIL, CALLED ON EMBASSY NOVEMBER 21 TO INQUIRE ABOUT USG 
POLICY TOWARDS JOINT U.S.-JAPANESE VENTURE FIRMS' DEALING 
WITH NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM. F. HARRIS COMPANY HAS A JOINT 
VENTURE WITH TOKO BUSSAN, A TRADING COMPANY LONG ACTIVE 
IN CHINA TRADE, THAT IS VERY INTERESTED IN SELLING NORTH 
AND SOUTH VIETNAM ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR OFFSHORE OIL EX- 
PLORATION FACILITIES. WE REVIEWED GUIDANCE PROVIDED IN REFS 
BUT AGREED TO ASK DEPARTMENT IF THERE HAVE BEEN ANY RECENT 
CHANGES. 

2. ACCORDING TO BRAZIE, THE JOINT VENTURE COMPANY, JAPAN 
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CHINA ON JULY 19, 1975, THROUGH THE CHINA COMMITTEE FOR 
PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE, AND A JAPANESE COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE HAS BEEN IN PEKING FOR A MONTH DIS- 
CUSSING THE PROPOSAL IN DETAIL. BRAZIE COULD NOT 
PREDICT SUCCESS BUT SAID HE WAS ENCOURAGED THAT TALKS 
ARE CONTINUING. 

3. ON SAME DAY, EMBASSY RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
REPRESENTATIVE OF JOINT MOBIL OIL/KAIYO OIL VENTURE, 

A COMPANY THAT HELD OFFSHORE CONCESSION FROM GVN. 
REPRESENTATIVE SAID RUMORS ARE FLOATING AROUND TOKYO 
THAT US POLICY HAD CHANGED TOWARDS ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITH VIETNAM AND KAIYO WAS EAGER TO TRY TO CONTACT 
NVN ON BEHALF OF THE JOINT VENTURE. WE AGAIN REITERATED 
STANDING GUIDANCE. 

HODGSON 
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